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where he could pasture his herds, and which furnished excel-
lent and healthful camps for his men. He decided not to
undertake the offensive, but awaited events, ready to act in
whatever direction he might be called, preferring to lie in
wait for some error on the part of the Koman generals of
which he could take advantage, than to initiate operations.
He was counting on Macedon, help from home, and addi-
tional allies in Italy. He could not force the fighting; he
had not men enough; he must wait for openings, not create
them. The Koman armies were all strongly intrenched. He
h&d been compelled to turn over a new leaf.

Neither party moved. Hannibal busied himself with ne-
gotiations. Fabius clung to his old tactics of harassing
the enemy, and interfering with his foraging, but without
risking anything which might bring on a decisive conflict.
The other generals bided their time. No attack on Hanni-
bal was attempted. Nothing is more interesting than the
manner in which this extraordinary man's personality im-
posed upon his adversaries. Even those who least lacked
ability and aggressiveness were ion will ing to meet him on
equal terms. The scrupulous care they constantly exercised
to keep well away from a-battle in the open is a wonderful
tribute to the skill and fighting capacity of this captain.
And this wariness lasted till the end.

The Boinan senate, among its other laws passed for this
occasion, and in order to prevent Hannibal from victualing
his troops, decreed that the inhabitants of the district where
the rival armies were manoeuvring should harvest the early
crops, and carry the grain to the fortified towns before sum-
mer opened, under pain of having their homes devastated and
being themselves sold into slavery. Everything was done to
hamper Hannibal's movements, to neutralize his capacity for
assuming the offensive. But no step was taken towards driv-mtm   wlfil/ii   iltt   fill   ull was the means of so entirely weakening the morale
